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Dear Friends,

It’s Christmas time, that time of the year when decorations come
out of storage, and our homes, stores, malls, and even our
church is changed. One of the decorations which comes out from
our basement is the Advent wreath, with its 4 purple candles and
a center white candle. The purple candles represent, “love, joy,
peace and hope” and the white candle represents Christ. Each
week one purple candle is lit and on Christmas Eve, we light the
Christ candle. So, why do we do that and what is Advent?

Having been in Greece and Turkey, where the Apostle Paul
started the gentile church (non-Jewish), I was reminded how
hard it was for people to learn about Jesus. A church may or may
not have had the scriptures, and people did not have a Bible (no
printing press). So, the people learned about Jesus by what they
heard and what they saw on Sundays at church. The church
leaders got together and decided there had to be a systematic
way of teaching the church about Jesus when they (the
congregants) didn’t have books. They realized they had 52
weeks and so divided the birth, teachings, death and resurrection
of Jesus into a 52-week series which is repeated every year. The
time of Jesus’ life just before Christmas would be about God’s
preparing the way for the birth of Jesus and at the end of 52
week series, it would be about the second coming of Jesus or
His return. This 1st Coming and 2nd Coming is the 4 weeks before
Christmas, or Advent. Advent, then, is remembering the first time
He came — His birth, and preparing for Christ’s return, the end of
the series.

Because the Bible is now in the hands of each believer, we don’t
need a systematic series of Jesus’ story taught each year in
church. You can read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John from your
Bible, but we at GVBC reinstituted Advent — the candles, etc., to
focus on our Lord Jesus. During this season of great distraction
from our Lord, Advent helps us to remember that Jesus came,
“God so loved the world…” – John 3:16. It helps us remember
His coming brought Love and Joy. It also helps us to remember
He is coming again — Peace and Hope. The Advent candles
remind us, He is with us always. We need this reminder as we
run around at Christmas time with our focus on everything else.

Advent!  Stay focused!  It’s all about Jesus.

His child,
Pastor Steve

P.S.  This is really hokey, but try this...3 times a day, sing the
hymns and carols of the season for half an hour each time. This
will help keep your focus on Jesus. Sing songs of praise!
(Ephesians 5:19) Experience the Joy! Let me know if it worked
for you.
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Pastor Steve Langley
The Greeks have a long
church history and Greek
Orthodox tradition, but a
long history does not
guarantee a church which is
alive. The Philadelphia
church turned inward,
shriveled up and died. I saw
how a church, if not
encouraged from other
churches will cease to be
because even churches
were not created to exist in
isolation or independence.

Janice Mayeda
By seeing & being in the places where Paul spread the
Gospel made the stories of his life more real to me. What a
blessing!  And, what a blessing to experience God's great
care for our group in healing illness, recovering left
luggage, or dropped wallets! How amazing is His love for
us!

Alice Yahiro
The distances which Paul traveled and the challenges he
endured to spread Christianity and to encourage believers
was truly amazing. This should be an inspiration to all of
us to share God’s Word.

Bob Yahiro
For 12 days we "followed" the footsteps of Paul through
ancient Macedonia and Asia Minor. No shipwrecks,
floggings, beatings with rods, only minor inconveniences
(5:30 a.m. wake-up, bags out by 6:00 a.m.). We didn't walk
hundreds of miles; we rode in a luxury coach; bought
souvenirs; took pictures; and acted like tourists. Is our faith
lukewarm?  Have we lost our first love?  Or, are we rich
and alive in Christ?

Bob Matsushima
We visited the ancient ruins of Philippi and a small stone
building was pointed out as the site of Paul and Silas'
imprisonment. It was small, dank and dark. After 2,000
years, how else could it be?  Yet, I felt Paul's conviction
and passion for the Gospel. How he chose to remain in
prison when he could have fled after a powerful
earthquake. Because of this, the jailer and all his
household were saved. Wow!

Teresa Matsushima
At a monastery in Meteora, Greece, my eyes welled up
with tears as I heard about so many faithful Christians
refusing to denounce Christ and sacrificing their lives for
the sake of the Gospel. This reminded me of Steve
Green's song, "Find Us Faithful." The lyrics are: ". . . may
the footprints that we leave, Lead them to believe, And the
lives we live, inspire them to obey. Oh may all who come
behind us find us faithful . . . ." [© 1994 by Steve Green].
Inspired by Paul's faithfulness and sacrifice to spread the
Good News, I wondered, "What kind of footprints
am I leaving for others to follow?" 2

REFLECTIONS FROM THE JOURNEYS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL
COMPILED BY TERESA MATSUSHIMA

In early November, 33
people (11 from GVBC)
followed in the footsteps of
the Apostle Paul through
Greece and Turkey. Our
own Pastor Steve Langley
gave the biblical teachings
at each of the historical
sites. During this time, we
were able to visit six of the
seven churches mentioned
in Revelations and some of
the highlights of Paul's
missionary journey. The
following is a compilation of
the group's reflections, impressions, and what they
spiritually gleaned on the trip.

Gayle Asato
The pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey was my response to
the short New Testament verse: "Increase my faith!"
Seeing and walking the hilly terrain increased my faith
because Paul was outnumbered by nonbelievers, but it did
not stop him from spreading Christian philosophy. It
amazes me that just one believer could make such a huge
impact on the lives of people both born and yet to be born.

Stephanie Hernandez
As we visited the ruins of six of the seven churches
mentioned in the book of Revelation, I realized the
struggles of arrogance, lukewarm faith, and persecution
these early churches faced and the warning given to each
of them to continue their pursuits and focus on Christ. I
wondered where the present church now falls and how we
will end up — in ruins, like the church of Ephesus and
Laodicea?  Or, will we glean from these churches their
mistakes and successes, and rise to reflect Christ's
Kingdom for His glory and honor?  I hope we fall in the
latter.

Debra Kawahara
"Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands, beginning
and the end . . . ." [“How Great Is Our God” by Chris Tomlin ©
2004]. This song kept playing in my mind as I walked the
awesome Acropolis in Athens to the extraordinary
Ephesus and more, proving once again to me, "How great
is our God!"

Ken Kawahara
I felt Grateful to be able to take this wonderful trip with
good friends, but more so to be able to come home to
America. Overwhelmed and humbled by all of the
amazing sites (like Parthenon and Meteora), ruins,
museums, hectic schedules, and hotels. Discipled by
Pastor Steve's writings. Apostle Paul's words and acts
were near.

Kirby Langley
A wonderful trip giving me a visual idea of what it was like
for Paul and John, establishing the first churches in
Europe and Asia. The trip was enhanced by a great group
of Christians who were fun and caring.
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THE PROMISE OF LIVING

On Sunday, November 23 GVBC hosted it’s first
Thanksgiving Concert in collaboration with the 40-piece
Los Angeles Metropolitan Youth Orchestra [LAMYO]
conducted by Dr. Feng-Hsiu Lee and GVBCer Austi
Kaji, Assistant Conductor and our GVBC Multi-gen
Choir directed by Wendy Katagi.

During the first half of the concert, the orchestra played
many selections from Handel, J.S. Bach, Saint-Saens,
Bizet, and Copland. Austi Kaji also conducted the
orchestra in a selection from the Nutcracker Suite.

The choir joined in the second half of the concert by
singing “The Hallelujah Chorus” and “Celebrate Your
Church” (written by Wendy Katagi) accompanied by the
entire orchestra. The audience then joined in by singing
“How Great Thou Art” with the choir and orchestra.

The concert continued with the orchestra playing two
beautiful Japanese selections titled “Soshu Nocturne” by
R. Hatori and “Telosma Flowers” by J.G. Le.

To end the concert the orchestra played several pieces
from movie & TV soundtracks, orchestrated by Dr. Lee.
It was fun to try and guess which ones they were.

Being a very spontaneous conductor, Dr. Lee asked
Wendy Katagi and Kayla Cortez (Susie Shelley’s —
your newsletter editor — granddaughter) to sing the
Elvis Presley hit song “Love Me Tender.” The audience
was invited to sing along.

The evening concluded with a nice reception in the
Community Hall with various foods brought and
prepared by the LAMYO students’ parents.

This was such a wonderful way to celebrate
Thanksgiving and to be blessed by these talented
musicians. We would like to invite Dr. Lee and the
LAMYO orchestra back next year.

GVBC THANKSGIVING CONCERT
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
PHOTOS BY WENDY KATAGI

(L) Wendy Katagi and Kayla Cortez
leading the audience in Elvis
Presley’s “Love Me Tender”

Austi Kaji conducting the orchestra
during a selection from the
Nutcracker Suite



Emily Noguchi [our Nursery Coordinator] had
a happy childhood, growing up in a close-knit family
in Laguna Hills with her mother, sister Melanie,
Grandmother Anna, Aunt Jenia, and three uncles.
She recalled hearing Grandmother Anna singing
hymns and going to her bedroom regularly to read
her Bible. Another strong Christian, Aunt Jenia, took
Emily and Melanie to a few Christian children’s
events. In Emily’s early years, the seeds of
Christianity were planted.

A JOYOUS OCCASION
It was a joyous occasion when Emily accepted the Lord as a
teenager, especially for Grandmother Anna and Aunt Jenia.
While a student at Golden West College in Huntington
Beach, Emily reconnected with a friend, Meg, who she
hadn’t seen in awhile. Since their last encounter, Meg had
become a Christian. Emily could immediately see the
positive changes in her. She now possessed an overriding
joy and peace from the Lord. In addition to Meg, the witness
of Emily’s stepmother, Merrilyn — a strong Christian —
influenced her to receive the Lord. At Meg’s apartment,
Emily asked her to pray with her to accept Christ. Emily
immediately felt a pervading joy and happiness, having
Christ in her life at age 18.  “I felt more happy and joyful the
moment I received the Lord,” Emily shared.

A CHURCH CALLED CHRISTIAN
With Aunt Jenia, Emily began regularly attending a church
called Christian Church, a multi-cultural church of 100
people which met in Huntington Beach. About the same
time, her future husband, Clyde Noguchi, started attending
Christian Church. Clyde had come at the invitation of a
friend. During the next seven years, Emily and Clyde
eventually got to know one another at church before getting
engaged. Clyde occasionally shared with the congregation
what he learned from a particular Scripture. He also actively
witnessed by doing community outreach as well as church
ministry. Emily became very attracted to him and his strong,
active faith.

HE ALWAYS PUTS GOD FIRST
While students at California State University Long Beach,
Emily and Clyde handed out Bible tracts. Also, they
established a campus Bible study with six or seven
students. As time passed, their friendship blossomed into
love. In October 1998, Emily and Clyde were married at
Farquhar Park in Huntington Beach. Emily shared, “I admire
Clyde because he always puts God first.”

DESIRE TO HAVE A LARGE FAMILY
With the desire to have a large family, the Noguchis were
blessed with five children:  John (15 yrs.), Michael (13 yrs.),
James (11 yrs.), Anna (9 yrs.), and Daniel (7 yrs.). Emily
thoroughly enjoys being a stay-at-home mom, tending to the
needs of her family. Starting their day with prayer, Emily and
Clyde arise at 5:45 a.m. every morning to talk to God.

WALKING CLOSELY WITH THE LORD
PROFILE OF EMILY NOGUCHI, GVBC NURSERY COORDINATOR
BY KATHY AISO
“Grandmother Anna and Aunt Jenia were happy to see, as an adult, I embraced the faith,
walking closely with the Lord.” — Emily Noguchi

“Our children bring us so much joy,” Emily stated.
“Parenting is very rewarding, although occasionally
challenging. It’s definitely a team effort between
God, Clyde, and myself. But it’s the Lord who helps
us raise our kids. We couldn’t do it without His
wisdom, guidance, and grace.”

THE NOGUCHIS COME TO GVBC
Before moving to Gardena, the Noguchis lived in

Long Beach. They continued to attend Christian Church
until it disbanded in 2003. Then, they attended various
churches in the South Bay before coming to GVBC in
November 2008. Clyde, who grew up in Gardena, was
familiar with GVBC. Along with his father, Clyde attended
Marianne Matsuda’s Bible study in the mid 1980s. Emily
and their children participated in GVBC’s Mommy Junction,
a mother and child’s ministry of about 40 young mothers
with their young children. “This gathering of mothers
provided encouragement, Bible study, and fellowship in the
faith,” Emily stated.

Upon coming to GVBC, the Noguchi family was attracted to
our solid Children’s Ministry which included a strong
Sunday school program and youth ministry. The Noguchis
immediately noticed all five of their children enjoyed coming
to Sunday school as well as getting involved in youth
activities.

ENCOURAGEMENT AND A BIG SURPRISE

Today, Clyde and Emily are part Pastor Daniel & Linda
Matsuda’s Community Group. This group is composed of
12 families with young children. Emily finds it, “Encouraging
and edifying as individual group members pray for one
another and discuss marriage and child care topics.”

This year Emily was asked to consider the position of
GVBC Nursery Coordinator. Although initially surprised at
being asked, she prayed about it before accepting the
position. She also had Clyde’s support who prayed about it,
too. She stepped in as GVBC Nursery Coordinator this past
October, heading the ministry of caring for ages newborn up
to two years on Sunday mornings. Being a social person,
she is getting to know the nursery workers, relating to the
parents, and interacting with people.

ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD
One of Emily’s favorite Bible passages, Romans 8:28
reminds her, “God uses all circumstances, even those
which seem unfavorable at the time for our good.”

And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.

“In my later years, even in what appears to be unfavorable
circumstances, I’ve seen something good come out of every
situation,” Emily affirmed. God’s faithfulness in
the past and His promises in the future give her,
who walks closely with the Lord, hope and peace. 4



FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
Don & Jeannie Bain and family in the passing of Jeannie’s brother, Mike Matthews, who passed
away at the age of 61 years in the early morning of Saturday, November 22.

Eddie & Eileen Yorizane in the passing of Eileen’s mother, Sachiko Nakada. The funeral will be
held at GVBC on Friday, December 12 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful floral arrangement the church sent in honor of my
mother [Miyoko Fujikawa]. It was a wonderful addition to her memorial service. We are deeply
grateful for the church’s prayers and support and for the use of the Sanctuary to help celebrate
the life of my mother. In Christ, Scott & Betty Fujikawa
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR
"Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Without your prayers I wouldn't be able to
carry on," writes Sheryl. In the Fall, Sheryl spent five weeks in Australia and New Zealand. She
was happy to find the groups she led in both countries desire to become multicultural than just in
name only. Their openness and willingness to learn were an encouragement to her. She
conducted two two-day workshops — one in Sydney and the other in Melbourne. The one in
Melbourne was with Missions Interlink, the network of mission agencies in Australia. In
Auckland, New Zealand, she led a four-hour workshop with 34 leaders from a large multicultural
church and a two-day workshop with 34 students and outsiders at Carey Baptist College.

Due to the Ebola situation, Sheryl's trip to Nairobi has been rescheduled to late next year. During
November, she will attend a board meeting at William Carey International University in
Pasadena as well as two other conferences. On December 1, she will be conducting a workshop
with Camino Global (formerly Latin American Mission) in Dallas, TX.

In January 2015, Sheryl will present a paper on "How Buddhist Spirituality Influences Asian
Culture" in Thailand. It's for a conference of Christian workers who reach out to Buddhists.

Sheryl requests prayer on how best to prepare and present helpful ideas at the conference.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
According to Ken, Thanksgiving 2014 is, " . . . because you have faithfully prayed, invested in
our life financially, and continue to tenaciously walk with us through prayer and your ongoing
support and ministry to us."  An example are two recently baptized women (pictured in the
Kudos' November letter in the Narthex). One woman has Alzheimer's while other has cancer and
is close to going home to the Lord. Both women accepted Christ through the transformation of
family members who evangelized to them. In addition, Evangelistic Bible Study (EBS) ministered
to the two women as the power of the Gospel was shared. EBS also contributed to motivating
them to follow the resurrected Christ.

TOMMY DYO, CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST, EPIC
The Epic Movement is growing by leaps and bounds!  Tommy shared there are 38 active Epic
Movement chapters. There are an additional 15 chapters in planting mode in over 15 states. He
stated 104 staff report directly to Epic. Over the summer with Epic projects, there were 113 staff
and students at three international and two stateside locations. Please pray for an amicable
solution to the "all corners policy" implemented by the California State University Chancellor's
office which disallows most Christian groups from being officially recognized on campus. Pray
for the calling of new workers into Epic since there are few presently. Pray for Tommy and his
family. His daughter, Mika (13), is deciding on what high school to attend and son, Noah (16), is
contemplating where to attend college in two years. Tommy also asks prayer for himself: a
shepherd's heart for his team; vibrant growth in the Lord; healthy life, work and family balance;
and solid financial support base and resources.



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATSUDA
 OASIS is on break until Wednesday, January 7.
 FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY: a new class for all

Christians. Sundays, 8:45 a.m., Room 113 (next to the
kitchen). [NOTE: We will meet in the Sanctuary on
December 7, 14, and 21]. This 47-week class will
cover 30 essential lessons which the Lord has taught
Ron during the past 55 years of following Christ which
he would like to pass on to you. Registration forms are
on the Narthex counter.

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 7, 5:00 p.m., Community Hall. Bring:
last name begins with A-N=main dish & dessert; O-Z
=main dish & side (rice, noodles, veggies or salad). If you
come alone, bring only ONE dish listed by the letter of
your last name. Bring your dishes in disposable
containers or LABEL each part as well as serving utensil.
BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, December 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets
every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.
CLASS 101
Postponed and rescheduled for Sunday, December 14,
12:30 p.m. If you would like to be baptized or become a
member of GVBC, please sign up for this class by
checking the CLASS 101 box on your Connection form, or
call the office, or email gvbc@gvbc.net. The next baptism
is Sunday, December 28. A light lunch is provided before
the class.
MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (M.O.M.)
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140. MUST HAVE a valid
passport. Spanish is helpful but not mandatory. You will
help with prayer, food, medical clinic, worship, clean up,
working with men, women, children, crafts, handing out
food/clothes/ shoes or give your testimony. To sign up
or for more information contact Teresa Matsushima via
the church office or email: teresa47@gmail.com.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, December 20, 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m., Room
113. All men invited.
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES
Sunday, December 21, Advent Conspiracy: Light of the
World. Both services in the Community Hall. We will
collect your Advent Conspiracy Christmas tree ornament.
You will be invited to hang your ornament on one of the
Christmas trees decorating the Community Hall.
Refreshments served after each worship service.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Wednesday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. family service with a
Christmas story & 11:00 p.m. candlelight communion
service.

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day and Friday,
December 26.
BAPTISM SUNDAY
December 28 6

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY: BIBLE RESOURCES FOR

YOUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Sunday, Dec. 28, after both services in the Community
Hall. Join us for a special event featuring Bibles, reading
plans, study aids, apps for technology devices on the
Bible, etc. Come talk with GVBC'ers who are personally
reading through the Bible or doing so in their Community
Groups and experiencing growth through God's Word in
life-changing ways. Please contact Pastor Annette
Kakimoto, ext. 680, for this new Discipleship Ministry.

~2015~
OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, January 1 New Year’s Day, but we’ll be open
on Friday, January 2.
HIS LITTLE FEET
His Little Feet (HLF) International Children’s Choir will be
performing at GVBC on Sunday, January 25 at both
worship services. The choir, comprised of 15 children,
comes from two countries: Ethiopia and India. The choir
travels the United States, being the voice for orphaned
and vulnerable children worldwide. The purpose of the
tour is to bring awareness to the millions of children
around the world in need of care, as well as facilitate
opportunities for Americans to respond to the needs of
children through giving, sponsoring, going and adopting.
We are in need of host families to house the children and
adult staff for the nights of Friday, January 23 and
Saturday, January 24. If you are interested in being a host
family, please review the preliminary requirements on the
flyer in the Narthex, complete the tear-off and place it in
the offering bag or give it to an usher or the Church Office.
Thank you for prayerfully considering this ministry
opportunity. Contact gvbc@gvbc.net [subject: Little Feet].
PRIMETIMER’S KYUSHU SOUTHERN JAPAN TRIP
Depart LAX Tuesday, October 13, Arrive LAX Thursday,
October 22. Cost: $4,458 per person (8 nights, 22 meals,
ground transportation. Deposit: $200 deposit DEADLINE
January 13. Balance of Payment due: July 13. For
questions contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi thru the
office.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 17 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, Dec. 14.

DECEMBER 21 CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SNACKS
We need special snacks after our first & second services for our Christmas Sunday. We will
gladly accept any donations of finger foods such as cookies, pastries, fruit, etc. Please bring
your donations to the kitchen before 8:30 a.m. on December 21. Thank you so much!

FINANCIAL REPORT

$900,000
$950,000

$1,000,000
$1,050,000
$1,100,000
$1,150,000
$1,200,000

General Fund - Jan-Oct

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$90,000

$100,000

$110,000

$120,000

General Fund - October

Income
received
Expenses

$1,400,000

$1,450,000

$1,500,000

$1,550,000

$1,600,000

Nehemiah 4 - cumulative
 up to October 2014

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Teresa Choi Walter Choi
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of
loved ones support College Scholarship Fund,
unless specified.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WANTED: VOICES FOR OUR CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES

Sunday, December 21 is the Fourth Sunday of Advent and our Christmas service. WE
NEED YOU to join the Multi-gen/Adult Choir to sing one song during the two services.

The choir will be directed by Wendy Katagi, who has written and scored a new song for
us, titled “I Am the Light.”  Rehearsals will start soon!

Do you love to sing Christmas carols?  We will be singing Christmas carols & hymns
before the 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service on Wednesday, December 24 in the
Narthex. We need lots of voices to help send joy and cheer to those entering the Narthex
for the service. All are invited to sing. No experience needed. Just come and join us.

Contact Susie Shelley via the church office or email her at: Susie@gvbc.net. Susie will
call or email you.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

NOTE: Both services in the Community Hall through
December 21

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7/COMMUNION
Second Advent ~ Pastor Steve Langley
Light of Reconciliation

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
Third Advent ~ Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Light of Justice

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
Fourth Advent ~ Pastor Steve Langley
Light of Love

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Services
6:00 p.m. Family Service with a Christmas Story
11:00 p.m. Communion Candlelight Service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28/BAPTISMS
Both Services in the Sanctuary


